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eleven times in the course of thirty years an intercalary
day is added Accordingly, thirty-two of our years are,
roughly speaking, equal to thirty-three Muhammadan
years. The Muhammadan Era dates from the morning
after the Hegira, or the flight of the Prophet from Mecca
to Medina, that is, on the i6th of July, A.D. 622, Every
year begins earlier than the preceding one, so that a month
beginning in summer in the present year will, sixteen
years hence, fall in winter. The following are the names
of the months, which do not correspond in any way with
ours : i, Muharram ; 2, Safar ; 3, Rabiu-'l-avval; 4, Rabi'u-
's-sanf or Rabfu-'l-dkhir; 5, Jumdddu-'l-ula; 6, Jumdddu-
's-sani or Jumidau-'l-ikhir; 7, Rajab; 8, Sha'ban; 9,
Ramazdn; 10, Shawal; n, Zu-'l-ka'dah, or Zi~ka'd ; 12,
Zii-'l-hijjah, or Zf-hajj. Many stories of these months
were told to me by the priests, and the pilgrims whom I
met at Mecca, and it is therefore my intention to tell over
again the stories of the most cherished months of the
Muslim year. These are Rajab, Sha'ban, Ramazdn,
Shawal, Zu-'l-ka'dah, ZiS-'l-hijjah, and Muharram.

On the Day of Judgment, the Holy Muezzin, sitting
on the Throne, will cry out, ere he pass judgment on the
Faithful, saying: "O moons of Rajab, Sha'ban, and
Ramazan, how stands it with the deeds of this humble
slave of ours ?" The three moons will then prostrate
themselves before the Throne, and answer: " O Lord, we
bear witness to the good deeds of this humble slave.
When he was with us he kept on loading his caravans
with provisions for the next world, beseeching Thee to
grant him Thy divine favour, and expressing his perfect
contentment with the fate that Thou hadst sent unto him."
After them their guardian-angels, meekly kneeling on their
knees, will raise their voices in praise of the pious Muslim,
crying : tc O Lord God Almighty, we also bear witness to